EACU Closed Chess Championships 2018-2019

We had 60 players at this year’s Championships, which was an increase on last year’s event. Had we not clashed with the Nottingham Congress (they had advertised a different date when we scheduled our event but changed it later, presumably because there was a clash with Mother’s Day) we could have received up to 10 more entries. Notably Alan Merry was missing this year but he did win the Open section at Nottingham.

Open

With 18 entrants we had an even number for pairing purposes except in rounds 1 & 3 when the pre- arranged byes lead to one person receiving a full point bye. The top graded player was Graham Moore from Suffolk and the second was Ieysaa Bin-Suhayl. 

Round one was interesting as apart from one draw all the other played games were victories for white. Of those who triumphed over lower graded opponents there was Ivan Myall (against Ieysaa), James Gardner (against Phil Bonafont) and Aarnaavh Trivedi (against Geoffrey Moore). This could have caused some debate in the next round pairings but Swiss Manager coped admirably pairing correctly.

Round 2 mainly went with the grade except Josue Estevez who beat Norman Hutchinson and Jaden Jermy who beat Phil Bonafont (Jaden seems to be Phil’s nemesis lately). For round 3 we only had 5 matches and the games went with grade. Ieysaa set down his challenge for the junior prize with a victory over Jaden moving him to 2 points.

Round 4 saw Graham Moore beat John Anderson and reach 4 points. Ieysaa lost to James Anderson which meant that for Round 5 we had Graham on 4 points and three others, John Anderson, James Gardner and Simon Roe on 3 points. Graham had secured first place but could be caught for a share of first by two of the three. However his 4 straight wins guaranteed him the trophy and the British Championship Qualifying place which was fortunate as he lost his game to James Gardner. With John Anderson winning against Simon it meant there was a three way tie for first. Ieysaa won his game and with a score of 3 points won the junior prize. 

Finishing on 3.5 points and in fourth place was Josue Estevez which was a very creditable performance for the lowest graded player in the Open

Joint 1st Graham Moore (EACU Champion on Tie Break)

                 James Gardner 

                 John Anderson

Junior – Ieysaa Bin Suhayl (EACU Junior Champion)

U170

With 23 entrants there were to be byes in most rounds, though withdrawals in the final round evened the section. Top graded player was David Hall and we had four others graded in the 160’s. 

In round one we had some of the higher graded players losing, Steve Moore to Gavith Dharmasena and James Pack to Simeon Bott. In Round two David Hall played his first game (he has a half point bye in round one) and beat Abigail Weersing. David said to me after the game that he was impressed by Abagail’s play and thought she would be a strong contender in future. The round saw Polina Shchepinova win against Karimi Qais and overcome a 21 point grade difference. Kian Dharmasena had a good result in beating David Payne.

For Round three we had seven matches and David Hall beat Polina to 2.5 points. James Pack had another bad game losing to Dominic Bartram. This meant that going into Round 4 there was three on 2.5 points, Dave Hall, David Faulkner and John Daugman.  In that round all three drew with their opponents. Notable results were Dominic who beat the higher graded Toby Cox, David Willsher who beat the higher graded Karimi Qais, Polina who beat the higher grade Ben Sadler and Patrick Ribbands who beat the higher graded James Pack.

So for Round five we had six players on 3 points, Dave Hall, David Faulkner, Dominic Bartram, Robert Sanders, John Daugman and Julian Ray. David Hall beat David Faulkner and Robert Sanders beat Dominic. The game between John and Julian was hard fought with Julian trying to secure an advantage in a tricky endgame but it ended in a draw. Polina won against David Willsher ending up with a score of 3.5 points and winning the junior prize.  Dave Hall took the U170 trophy on tie break.

As the lowest graded player Dominic Bartram’s 3 points was a very creditable score.

Joint 1st Dave Hall (U170 Champion)

                Robert Sanders

Joint 3rd John Daugman

                Julian Ray

Junior Polina Shchepinova

U130

There was 19 players which lead to some full point byes, though a withdrawal evened up for the later round. Top graded player was David McLean and the second two were John Weston and Yoav Pilowsky Bankirer. In round one all the higher graded players won except John Weston (against Edward Knox). 

Round two lead to further wins but the top graded players except for John who then decided that he would withdraw. For round three we had five matches and with the games going to the higher graded players in most games we started round four with four on 2.5 points, Yoav, Andrew Duffell, Gert De Block and Lucian Cox. Victories for Yoav and Gert put them on 3.5 points and paired in round 5. David McLean and Edward Knox won to move onto 3 points and they were followed by four on 2.5 points.

In round five Gert won to move on to 4.5 points and to win the U130 trophy. David McLean and Edward Knox both won to move onto 4 points. This gave us the 1st and joint 2nd. With Yoav on 3.5 points he won the junior prize.

1st Gert DeBlock (U130 Champion)

Joint 2nd David McLean 

               Edward Knox

Junior Yoav Pilowsky Bankirer

The Event was organised by Richard Freeman in his usual efficient manner and was controlled by John Wickham. Our thanks to all those who competed and played in a friendly and sporting manner.

