
MK PHOENIX 1 4NCL REPORT (26-27 Nov.2016) 
 

Another new season starts wither higher hopes than last season given our double relegation.  The report 
has been delayed since the pgns were published a week later than last year.  Paul and I think the minutiae 
of the games is all we can add to the fast updates available on the 4NCL website.  The availability meant 
Adrian adopted a squad rotation policy. This mostly affected the first team where Stewart was unlucky to 
not only be promoted to top board on Sunday, only to face an international master. 
 
Rob Whiteside completed a weekend double and Max Miller ignored a difference of over 200 rating points 
to draw and as we see later, was a whisker away from a win.  For the first time in a while the two teams 
could dine together and that went well.  Paul Habershon reports on division 3 south and I, Brian Valentine 
look at division 4 south. 

MKP1 Division3s pool a 
 
So here we are in Division 3 and it already feels just as difficult as Division 2 was last season. 
Round 1 

 

Poisoned Pawns 1 2119   MK Phoenix 1 2091   

341 w Swanson, Stephen  2198 0 - 1 Friedgood, David f 2222 

342 b Harley, Andrew D f 2193 1 - 0 Tippleston, Charles E c 2116 

343 w Clark, Kevin R  2147 c ½ - ½ Reuben, Stewart c 2080 

344 b Byway, Paul V f 2048 ½ - ½ Habershon, Paul F  2049 

345 w Rosen, Daniel B c 2043 ½ - ½ Fraser-Mitchell, Jeremy N  2070 

346 b Kemp, Paul R  2088 1 - 0 Smith, Graham  2012 

              

  3½ - 2½   

 
OK, so we were on average slightly outgraded, but we struggled to make much of the white pieces. 

 
On Board 1 David's game hinged on this position where White captured on a5 with the wrong major piece. 

 
Friedgood 

XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-wq-+k+( 
7+-+-+pvl-' 
6-trL+-+pzp& 
5zpR+-zp-+-% 
4Q+-zpP+-+$ 
3+-+P+-zP-# 
2-+-+-zP-zP" 
1+-+-+-mK-! 
xabcdefghy 
 
Swanson to move 



 
33 Rxa5?? (Qxa5 is fine) Rxc6 with an extra piece. Did White now think 34 Ra8 pinned the Black queen? 
 
On Board 2 Charles Tippleston made a welcome return to the team, though available only on one of the 
days. In a French Winawer he may have done better to castle and transfer the king's rook to the open b file. 
In a complicated game, Black gave up the exchange but missed some clear wins before arriving at the 
position below where Charles had his last chance for survival and even a slight advantage. 
 
Harley 

XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-+qtrk+( 
7zp-+-sn-zp-' 
6-zp-+p+nzp& 
5+-+pzPP+-% 
4l+-zP-+-+$ 
3zP-+-+N+Q# 
2-+KvL-zPRzP" 
1+R+-+-+-! 
xabcdefghy 
Tippleston to move 
 
24 Kd3? soon came to grief after 24...Qc6 and tactics involving a knight fork on f4. Instead 24 Kb2 keeps 
White well in the game. 
 
On Board 3 Stewart was suffering at two pawns down when his opponent allowed a fork which garnered 
two minor pieces for a rook. His best chance for a clear win came here: 
 
Reuben to move 

XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-+-vlk+( 
7+l+-+p+p' 
6-+-+-+p+& 
5+-+-tr-zPn% 
4-+-+P+-+$ 
3+-zPL+-+P# 
2-+-+-zP-+" 
1tRR+-+-mK-! 
xabcdefghy 
Clark 
31...Rxg5+! is better than 31...Bxe4. 
 
From here Black was never able to demonstrate a big advantage, though in the final position below 52...Nc7 



forces the win of the c pawn. 
 
 
Reuben to move 

XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-+-+-+( 
7+-+-+-+-' 
6-+-+n+-+& 
5+-+-tR-+-% 
4-+k+-zp-+$ 
3+-zP-vlP+-# 
2-+-+-+-+" 
1+-+-mK-+-! 
xabcdefghy 
Clark 
 
We were so close to watching Stewart demonstrate his skill at KBN v K! 
 
On Board 4 this was the final position – draw agreed. 
 
Byway 

XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-sn-+k+( 
7zp-sN-+-vlp' 
6-zp-+-+p+& 
5+-zp-+n+-% 
4-+N+-vL-+$ 
3+-zP-+-zPP# 
2PzP-+-+-+" 
1+-mK-+-+-! 
xabcdefghy 
Habershon to move 
 
Fritz gives White +0.71 after 24 g4 here, but I was much shorter of time and possibly too respectful of Paul 
Byway's endgame expertise. 
 
On Board 5 there was a French Defence and never much imbalance. The draw was agreed in the position 
below after 21 moves. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Fraser-Mitchell 

XABCDEFGHY 
8-+k+-+-+( 
7zppzp-+-zp-' 
6-+l+-+-+& 
5+-+-+-+p% 
4-+-+p+-+$ 
3zP-+-sN-+P# 
2-zPP+-zPP+" 
1+-+r+-mK-! 
xabcdefghy 
Rosen to move 
 
Board 6: 
Kemp 

XABCDEFGHY 
8r+l+k+-tr( 
7+-wq-snpzpp' 
6p+-+p+-+& 
5+psnpzP-+-% 
4-+-wQ-+-+$ 
3+-sN-+N+-# 
2PzPP+LzPPzP" 
1tR-+-+RmK-! 
xabcdefghy 
Smith to move 
 
Graham went for broke with the speculative 12 Bxb5+ but it was never enough. 
 
Round 2 

MK Phoenix 1 2021   Wood Green MM 1 2069   

321 w Reuben, Stewart c 2080 0 - 1 Cooper, Lawrence H i 2341 

322 b Habershon, Paul F  2049 0 - 1 Sygnowski, Tomasz  2104 

323 w Elwin, Adrian G  2011 ½ - ½ Manelidou, Maria wf 2084 

324 b Smith, Graham  2012 1 - 0 Serbanescu, Diana-Maria  1989 

325 w Freeman, Richard C P  2016 1 - 0 Green, Michael  1975 e 

326 b Williamson, Kevin J  1959 0 - 1 Guha, Chirag  1922 e 

              



  2½ - 3½   

With the previous day's top two boards gone, again we were slightly outgraded and failed to overturn the 
odds. 
 
 
Board 1 

Cooper X 
 ABCDEFGHY 
8r+l+k+-tr( 
7zpp+nwqp+-' 
6-+-zp-sn-+& 
5+-zp-zp-+-% 
4-+PzP-+pzp$ 
3+-zPLzPP+-# 
2P+Q+NvLPzP" 
1tR-+-+RmK-! 
xabcdefghy 
Reuben to move 

 
Here Stewart's 15 Bf5 did not work out well as it soon led to the exchange of Black's inactive QB. 15 e4 
supposedly keeps a slight plus. Later the curtain came down in the position below with 26...Nxg3+! 27 hxg3 
hxg3+ 28 Kg2 f5! 
 
Cooper to move: Ng3+! 
XABCDEFGHY 
8-+r+k+-tr( 
7zp-+q+p+-' 
6-+-zp-+-+& 
5zp-zpPzp-+n% 
4P+P+Q+-zp$ 
3+-+-zPP+-# 
2-+-+-+-zP" 
1+R+-+RsNK! 
Xabcdefghy 
Reuben 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Board 2 
Habershon to move 
ABCDEFGHY 
8-+-+r+k+( 
7+p+qvlpzpp' 
6p+-+R+-+& 
5+-+p+-+Q% 
4-zP-vL-+-sn$ 
3zP-zPN+-+-# 
2-+-+-+PzP" 
1+-+R+-mK-! 
xabcdefghy 
Sygnowski 

 
I was doing OK here but then made a disastrous choice of recapture on e6. Slightly short of time I saw 
30...Qxe6; 31 Re1 Qg6 when, oh dear, White can play 32 Qxh4!. In this line 31...Qd7 is fine. So instead I go 
30...fxe6?? 31 Ne5 Qc8 32 Qf7+ Kh8 33 Ng6+ 1-0 
 
Board 4 
Smith 
XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-tr-+k+( 
7+p+-+pzpp' 
6p+-+p+-+& 
5+-+q+-+-% 
4P+rzP-zP-+$ 
3+-zPQ+-+-# 
2-+-+-+PzP" 
1tR-+R+-mK-! 
xabcdefghy 
Serbanescu to move 
 
Graham reached this position with pressure on the c pawn. White can keep things fairly level with 21 Ra3 
but she panicked with 21...f5? and Black eventually went several pawns up in a Q ending where White had 
no counterplay. 
 



 
 
 
 
Board 5 
 
Green to move 
XABCDEFGHY 
8r+l+k+-tr( 
7+pwq-vlpzpp' 
6p+nzppsn-+& 
5+-+-+-vL-% 
4-+-sNP+-wQ$ 
3+-sN-+-+-# 
2PzPP+LzPPzP" 
1+-mKR+-+R! 
xabcdefghy 
Freeman 
Here Black went seriously wrong with 10...b5? which allowed 11 Nxc6 Qxc6 12 e5! dxe5 13 Bf3. 
Then Richard, a rook up, over the next 43 moves chose to sacrifice back a piece and the exchange to allow a 
rook and pawn ending which Black could at one point actually draw: 
 
Green to move 

XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-+-+r+( 
7+-+-+-+-' 
6-+P+-+-+& 
5+P+-+-+-% 
4-+-+-+-+$ 
3+-+-+-mk-# 
2K+-+-+-zp" 
1+-tR-+-+-! 
xabcdefghy 
Freeman 
 
55...Rc8! draws but Black played 55...Kf4? and White was winning again. 

 



 
 
 
 
Board 3 

 
Manelidou to move 
XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-wq-+k+( 
7+p+-+pzp-' 
6-+n+-+-zp& 
5+PwQp+-+-% 
4-+-zp-+P+$ 
3+-+-zPP+-# 
2-+-+-+-zP" 
1+-+-vLK+-! 
xabcdefghy 
Elwin 

 
With other games finished or clear-cut this was the one we needed to win at 2-3 down. However, Adrian 
never had clear winning chances and in fact was fortunate that Black missed 36...Ne5! In the above 
position. Instead 36...Ne7 was played, leading to this final position after 41 Kf1-g2 where a draw was agreed 
and the match lost. 

 
Manelidou to move 
XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-+-+k+( 
7+p+-snpzp-' 
6-+-wq-+-+& 
5+P+p+-+-% 
4-+-+-+P+$ 
3+-+QzPP+-# 
2-+-+-+K+" 
1+-+-vL-+-! 
xabcdefghy 
Elwin (final position) 
 



Board 6 
Williamson to move 
XABCDEFGHY 
8-+r+-+k+( 
7zpp+-+-zp-' 
6-+-zP-zp-+& 
5+-zP-+-+-% 
4-+-+-+-+$ 
3+-+-+P+-# 
2P+-+-+-+" 
1+-+R+-mK-! 
xabcdefghy 
Guha 
 
It looks as though this is a critical moment in Kevin's game. 31...Kf8 allowed White to play 32 Re1! with a 
winning ending because after 32...Rxc5 33 d7 Rd5 34 Re8 is check. 31...Kf7! Gives better drawing chances. 
 
 

Paul Habershon 
December 2016 

MKP2 Division4s 
 
After last season’s miserable performance leading to relegation, the seconds did not enter the new league 
with aspirations of promotion.  As they say in another sport the aim was to take one match at a time. Given 
the wide range of strength the first goal was to get up the table to get better games of chess.  The first 
weekend draw looked as though there was a top half versus bottom half on Saturday with a more equally 

matched second round. So, the first round should have been a gentle stroll.  As it was it ended up 
uncomfortably close. 
 

  MK Phoenix 2 1868   Sussex Martlets 3 1572 

431 w Lambourne, Dan M  1977 1 - 0 Woods, Timothy J  1716 

432 b Brown, Alan M  1974 ½ - ½ Neale, George  1695 

433 w Valentine, Brian J  1970 0 - 1 Howell, Matthew G  1509 

434 b Elwin, Adrian G  2011 1 - 0 Samworth-Calvier, Juju  1584 

435 w Whiteside, Robert  1803 1 - 0 Coleman, Frederick  1489 

436 b Miller, Max C  1478 0 - 1 Finn, Daniel  1441 

  3½ - 2½   

We got an early point when Rob’s opponent left a piece on prise in the opening. 
 I was next to gain an advantage – the exchange and a pawn to the good. In sailing on to victory I 
encountered a sudden storm and got caught on the rocks. I thought about humbly showing the 
denouement, but in the cold light of day it’s quite clear that I lost my compass far earlier than I recollect. As 
always, all games are on the 4NCL website. 
  
Dan had one let off 



XABCDEFGHY 
8r+l+ntr-mk( Black to play 
7zppzp-wq-vl-' 
6-+-zp-+-zp& 
5+-+Psn-+-% 
4-+P+PsNp+$ 
3+-vLL+N+-# 
2PzP-wQ-+PzP" 
1tR-+-+RmK-! 
xabcdefghy 
As white he has just played 21. Ne2x(P)f4. Black responded 21…. Rf4 22. Qf4 Nxd3 whereupon Dan played 
23. Qxh6 and was better for choice.  After 22...gxf3 he would have been struggling. Dan maintained, but did 
not improve his slender advantage until Black left a piece en prise. 
 
Max nurtured a pleasant king side attack, but got a bit too keen on swapping pieces rather than pushing on. 
Approaching time control he blundered a pawn and never got a look in thereafter. 
 
Around the time I finished Adrian’s opponent offered a draw. I’m not sure that I’ve got the correct point 
here, but the position was somewhere around here: 

XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-+-+-+(  Black to move 
7zppmk-+-zpp' 
6-+-vl-zp-+& 
5+-+P+P+-% 
4PzpP+-+-+$ 
3+P+-+-+-# 
2-+-+-+KzP" 
1+-+-+L+-! 
xabcdefghy 
With just bishops of opposite colour and level pawns it has the hallmarks of a draw. Nevertheless, black is 
very unlikely to lose by playing on and has a clear plan. White must give up the h-pawn or allow black’s king 
into d4 and c3. White gave up the h-pawn and things are a bit more critical.  The position should still be 
drawn, but white allowed Adrian the pawn break on b5 and with play on both wings won a well played 
ending. 
 
Alan gained a material advantage, but missed his best chance approaching time control. 
 
 
 
 
 



XABCDEFGHY 
8-tR-+-+-+( position after whites 38. Rd3-b3, Alan to play 

7+-+-+kzpp' 
6-+q+p+-+& 
5zp-zPn+p+-% 
4-+-zP-+-+$ 
3zPR+-zP-+-# 
2-+-+-zPPzP" 
1+-+-+-mK-! 
xabcdefghy 
Play continued: 38…Kg6 39. R3b5 a4 40.h3 Qa6.  In each black’s last three moves the computer points 
out ….f4 as giving Alan good chances. A draw was agreed on move 43 which was enough the secure us the 
match. In Premier League parlance, the team had won dirty.  
 
So onto Sunday with much tougher opposition on paper. 
 Brown Jack 2 1898   MK Phoenix 2 1854 

431 w Headlong, Timothy c 2035 e 1 - 0 Lambourne, Dan M  1977 

432 b Rabbitt, Michael  2034  ½ - ½ Brown, Alan M  1974 

433 w Bourne, Johnathan D  1960  ½ - ½ Valentine, Brian J  1970 

434 b Tombolis, Christopher  1825 e 0 - 1 Adebajo, Olufemi  1925 

435 w O`Byrne, Daniel  1802 e 0 - 1 Whiteside, Robert  1803 

436 b Headlong, Benjamin  1735 c ½ - ½ Miller, Max C  1478 

  2½ - 3½   

Again Rob struck early. After playing a dodgy opening, he ended up in a dream position and polished off 
nicely. 

XABCDEFGHY 
8-+r+-trk+( Rob as black to play 

7zplwq-vlpzpp' 
6-zp-+-+-+& 
5+-sn-zP-+-% 
4-+-+-zP-+$ 
3zP-wQ-+-+N# 
2-zP-+-vLPzP" 
1+-+RmKL+R! 
xabcdefghy 
 

18.... Rfd8 19.Rc1?? [19.Rxd8+ Qxd8 20.Qd4–+] 
19...Qd7 20.Qe3 [20.Bc4 Nd3+ 21.Bxd3 Bxg2 22.Rg1 Rxc3 23.Rxc3 Bxh3 24.Rg3–+] 
20...Nb3!! 21.Rb1 [21.Qxb3 Qd2# Mate attack; …21.-- Rxc1+ Mate threat] 
21...Qa4 [21...Qf5] 



22.Be2 Bxg2 23.Rg1 Qa5+  
0–1 
 

Femi replaced Adrian for this match and clearly his opponent had not familiarised himself with Femi’s 
brand.  

 

XABCDEFGHY 
8r+-wq-+r+( You can guess which colour Femi has; it’s black to play 
7+p+-+pvlk' 
6p+-zpn+pzp& 
5+-zpNzp-+-% 
4P+P+P+N+$ 
3+-zP-+-+P# 
2-zP-wQ-zPP+" 
1+-+RtR-mK-! 
xabcdefghy 
Here with f6 adequately defended black repulsed the attack with 19…h5?? and Femi responded 20Ndf6+ 
and the threat of 21. Qh6# means the exchange drops. Femi cruised to victory. 
 
I agreed a draw in an equal position after 23 moves, but with time control looming.  The game resolved 
around whether I could capture my opponents e-pawn. On a few occasions the computer is happy taking it, 
but it is toxic in exposing a strong white king side attack. Once a few pieces were exchanged off I missed my 
final opportunity. 
 
Max was outrated by over 200 points, but this did not stop him winning the exchange. His opponent went 
all out to muddy the water, and one slip allowed repetition. 

XABCDEFGHY 
8-+-wQR+-+( 
7zpl+-+-zpk' 
6-zp-+-+-zp& 
5+-+-+p+-% 
4-+P+pzP-+$ 
3zPP+-+-zP-# 
2-+-+-+-zP" 
1wq-+-+-mK-! 
xabcdefghy 
Here Max has to get out of check. He avoided opening up the long diagonal with 33. Kf2 whereupon black 
has too much activity. There was nothing concrete after 33. Kg2 as the king has enough shelter on h3. 
Nevertheless that half point was very important in the context of the match. 
 
Alan allowed equality very early on and had to defend carefully to get his draw. Dan never reached equality 
and in his difficulties missed the best active defence. After this even our expert groveler could not survive. 



XABCDEFGHY 
8-+r+-+k+( Dan as black to play. 

7+-+-+p+p' 
6lzpp+-+p+& 
5+-+-+-+-% 
4PtR-+-+-+$ 
3+P+-+-zP-# 
2-tr-+-zPLzP" 
1+-tR-+-mK-! 
xabcdefghy 
 Dan gave up a pawn with 24….c5, but has insufficient activity after 25. Rb6 Bd3 26. Rb7 Rd8 27. Rd1 Rb1?! 
(Rd4!?) 28. Rxb1 Bxb1 29. Bf3.   The better approach is the ugly 24…b5 25. ab5 cb5 26. Ra1 Rd2 allows Dan 
to grovel on with equal material. 
 
This was a fine win for the team and leaves us sixth in the table, bottom on game points of all the 4 match 
pointers. 
 
The next weekend is the 14-15th January at the same venue. Already it looks a critical weekend for both 
teams. Adrian “tinker man” will be gathering availability shortly.  I am hoping that the hotel administration 
will be a bit simpler this time. 

 


